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Meet the DanceBlue 2019 Chair Team

Back row: Bobby Wilking (Mini Marathons Chair), 
John Lampe (Operations Chair), Riley Grant 
(Corporate Relations Chair), Emily Crouch (Dancer 
Relations Chair), Nick Sladic (Technology Chair)

Front row: Tyler Ward (Overall Chair), Taylor 
Thamann (Family Relations Chair), Lauren Hamlin 
(Public Relations Chair), Jourdan Owens 
(Programming Chair), Eric Gegg (Fundraising 
Chair)



Welcome to DanceBlue 2018! 

We’re so excited that you are interested in dancing and cannot wait to 
get to know you.

I think I speak for all of this year’s chairs when I say that my college experience, and my life in general, 

would not look the way it does if I had never gotten involved with DanceBlue. This organization has not 

only given me the chance to positively influence others’ lives, but it has greatly influenced my own life in 

the process. I cannot wait to see the way it impacts you as well. In this packet, you will find everything you 

need to know about how to get involved with DanceBlue. From what our mission is, to how to register as a 

team and fundraise, we’ve tried to answer all of the questions we usually get about who we are and what 

we do. It is our hope that this year’s marathon would be full of passionate, eager, and servant-hearted 

students from all over campus that are willing to unite in order to put an end to pediatric cancer. We 

won’t stop until cancer does!

 



“I go into a room hoping to accomplish brightening a 
person’s day and brightening their life if possible…I 
always found that the better attitude I was in in my 

treatments and surgeries, the easier I would get 
through it. I just tell people there’s good that comes 
out of this and that there’s a reason for everything 

that happens in life.” -Jarrett

Meet Jarrett Mynear!



Jarrett is a young boy who positively affected everyone he 
met. He was smart, energetic, and enthusiastic. What made 
Jarrett special were his undying spirit, his ability to cope 
with difficult, life-threatening situations, and his devotion 
to helping others. What made Jarrett different was that he 
was diagnosed with Ewing's Sarcoma, a rare bone cancer, 
at the age of 2. His leg was amputated by age 3 and he was 
diagnosed with various forms of cancer 6 times by the time 
he was 13. At 13, Jarrett passed away, leaving behind a 
legacy that would affect thousands of people.

Jarrett’s mother, Jennifer Mynear, and 
leaders at University of Kentucky 
proposed the idea of a dance marathon 
benefiting the Golden Matrix Fund to 
students in 2005. With lots of support 
and a few long nights, the first 
DanceBlue took place on February 10th 
and 11th in 2006.

While Jarrett is no longer with us, he lives on through his 
spirit, his charitable contributions, and various projects and 
funds in his name. The Jarrett Mynear Fund started 
collecting donations in late 2002 for the renovation of the 
Pediatric Oncology Clinic at the University of Kentucky. 
Upon the initial completion of the construction phase, 
however, it became obvious that while the new clinic was a 
vital component in the actual treatment of pediatric 
oncology, there were many aspects of cancer still left 
unaffected by the generosity of the JMF.



The Golden Matrix Fund

An umbrella fund was thus established, the Golden Matrix Fund, one that would 

provide families with emotional support throughout their battle with cancer, and 

support cancer research. Gold is both the color associated with childhood cancer and 

was ironically Jarrett's favorite color.

The Matrix component also has a two-fold meaning. Due to its exclusive association with DanceBlue, the term 

"matrix" describes a fabrication of various components coming together to build a greater whole, similar to 

the impact that the dance marathon will have on the community. On a more personal note, The Matrix was 

also Jarrett's favorite movie, thus the name “Golden Matrix”, to which all of our fundraising efforts benefit.



I’m still confused-- What is DanceBlue?

If you still aren’t clear on what the marathon is, here are a 
couple of key points:

· A yearlong fundraising event: some events throughout the 
year include various restaurant fundraising nights, the 
DanceBlue 5K, Community Canning Day, and individual events 
planned by teams.

· A 24 hour, no-sitting, no-sleeping dance marathon is 
symbolic of our support for the children and families who 
struggle with cancer and disease on a daily basis.

· Every hour of the marathon has a theme, and every hour on 
the hour all the students participate in a 10 minute line dance. 
We have hours where we play games, hours where we eat, 
and hours where we do community service events, so you’re 
not actually “dancing” the whole 24 hours.

·The DanceBlue Kentucky Children’s Hospital Pediatric 
Hematology/Oncology Clinic serves thousands of patients in 
nearly every county across the Commonwealth. About half of 
these families receive support from the Golden Matrix Fund.

· All funds benefit the Golden Matrix Fund, meaning direct 
involvement with the beneficiaries of this charitable cause: the 
money is raised here at UK, for families treated at the UK 
DanceBlue Pediatric Oncology and Hematology Clinic.

· DanceBlue matches teams with the families of children 
suffering from cancer through the Adopt-a-Family program to 
offer support and encouragement.

· DanceBlue is the largest student run philanthropy on campus 
and has raised over $11.6 million since its inception in 2006.

 



Frequently Asked Questions - FAQ’s

➔ What does the money raised by DanceBlue benefit?

All of the money from DanceBlue’s fundraising efforts benefits the DanceBlue Children’s Hospital Pediatric Hematology/ Oncology 
Clinic here at UK’s Hospital. Our clinic serves families from over 73 counties throughout Kentucky. 

➔ DanceBlue sounds awesome! How can I register to dance?

You can register with a team. Teams need to be made up of 3 or more UK students. A DanceBlue team is 
a group of UK students who have come together to fundraise for the Golden Matrix Fund and 
participate in the DanceBlue Marathon. In order to become a team you need to be…

1. A full time UK student.

2. Register during the Team Registration window, which will be announced in the fall semester. A 
team’s Team Captain must complete the registration form found on the DanceBlue website. . 



FAQ’s

➔ What are dancer spots?

Due to limited space in Memorial, DanceBlue is given a limited number of people 
allowed on the floor and therefore there are limited dancer spots. You can lower your 
chances of being cut by fundraising as much as possible and obtaining spirit points by 
attending our events throughout the year.

➔ Who does the fundraising and how much will I be expected to raise?

All members participating in DanceBlue are expected to help with fundraising. The 
team captain is responsible for organizing and facilitating his or her team’s 
participation in fundraising events. 

➔ What are spirit points?

Spirit points are given out at DanceBlue events throughout the year. For example, if 
you attend a restaurant night, you can get spirit points for your team! 



FAQ’s

➔ What is a corporate sponsor and what do I do if I have a corporate contact?

A corporate sponsor is any company of business that makes a gift-in-kind or monetary donation through your organization for DanceBlue. 
This connection could come from a friend, relative, or alumni of your organization. 

If you have a corporate contact or a corporate sponsorship, you can email our Corporate Chair, Carli Stuart, at corporate@danceblue.org and 
she will inform you further.

➔ How do I know how much money I’ve raised? 

Tracking funds is one of the most important responsibilities of your Team Captain. Each team captain will be able to access the team 
tracking website. This website will show all deposits made at the the Ticket Office as well as the online donations that are made in your 
team’s name. 

Please note that online donations often can take up to two week to make it into the tracking website. We ak everyone be patient with the 
information transfer. If at any point in the year you feel a mistake has been made with your team total or you are having any problems with 
the funds tracking, contact Fundraising Chair, Cameron Seldar, at fundraising@danceblue.org

mailto:corporate@danceblue.org


FAQ’s

➔ How can my team host a fundraiser?

DanceBlue facilitates many fundraiser for teams. We absolutely encourage 
teams to explore new and creative ways to fundraise on their own. 
DanceBlue will happily help promote any fundraiser through social media 
and our campus contacts to make your fundraising effort as successful as 
possible. 

When planning a fundraiser please remember all that DanceBlue and the 
University of Kentucky stand for. We are not allowed to take funds from 
any kind of event that encourages participation in activities in direct 
conflict with our mission. This includes but is not limited to; alcohol sales, 
drug or weapon use, anything that encourages cancer (like tanning beds), 
etc.

Teams are also expected to follow any guidelines by the Vice Committee in 
congruence with our fundraisers. 



What kind of fundraising opportunities does 
DanceBlue offer?

Community Canning Day is 
an opportunity for teams 

to reach out to the 
Lexington community to 
solicit funds. Teams are 

assigned a neighborhood 
in Lexington and go 

door-to-door asking for 
donations. All necessary 
materials are provided by 

the Vice committee. 

Letter Drive

DanceBlue will happily coordinate contact for you with family, 
friends, or any other potential donors. Addresses for the Letter Drive 
will be due to the Vice Committee by____________. No more than 10 
addresses may be submitted per dancer. 

An excel format will be sent to all team captains one week prior and 
addresses can be submitted. The DanceBlue committee will be 
stuffing and mailing all letters for teams. Email addresses will be 
due to the Vice Committee no later than_____________. DanceBlue 
will contact all email addresses and encourage them to donate 
through our online portal. 

Community 

Canning



Fundraising ideas (continued)...

Many teams find bake sales to be a profitable fundraiser. Bake 
sales can be held either on campus or at an off-campus location 
like Walmart. To participate in a bake sale, teams must have 
completed a health form as well as an intention to solicit form for 
the University of Kentucky. All baked goods must be individually 
wrapped as a health department restriction. 

Restaurant nights are the most 
common form of fundraising for 
DanceBlue. Teams reach out to 
local restaurants and ask to do a 
sponsorship night. DanceBlue has 
an approved list of restaurants but 
we encourage teams to pursue 
businesses not on the list. When 
approaching a restaurant teams 
either coordinate a percentage 
donated from the overall sales or 
a payment per head for individuals 
who attend. As more restaurants 
are contacted and approved, we 
will inform all team captains. 

Restaurant Nights



DanceBlue 2019 Leadership Contact Information



Important Dates for DanceBlue 2019:

August 22nd: Team Registration Opens

September 28th: Team Registration Closes @ 5pm

October 14th: DanceBlue 5K



“It lets these patients and their families know that these students who may 
not even know them, may not even see them again, but they came together 
and they served together to help make these kids and their families’ lives 
better.” Jennifer Mynear


